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Principles of International Law as Instruments for Combatting Climate Change

Professor, University of Geneva Laurence Boisson de Chazournes

Climate change constitutes a crucial threat to the stability of the environmental, social, and
economic world order. To address this pressing issue, a range of normative tools have been
implemented. These include the establishment of a specialized legal framework, most notably
marked by the adoption of the Paris Agreement. Additionally, various existing regimes, such as
those governing human rights and international trade, are incrementally incorporating
mechanisms to tackle climate change. Within this framework, it is essential to emphasize the
significance of international legal principles in combating climate change. Their role will be
examined in light of the pending request for an advisory opinion from the International Court of

Justice on rights and obligations in respect of Climate Change.



